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cuts through serpentine bluffs near the Todt Hill Exit. X exploved these bluffs during a
visit to my aont who lived nearby. They were fenced from adjacent residential develop-
ment, probably for safety reasons. The top of the bluffs were sparsely vegetated with
Schizackyrium scoparium and a variety of weeds. 1 planted the Cerastium plants near
the sdge in 2 particularly stony sparse area. 1 visited the plants six vears later just
before I moved to Florida. They had spread io cover an area about 1.5 m in diameter.

In Aprit 1988 L asked Dick Buegler, an active member of the Torrey Botanical Club in

New York who lives in Staten Island, if he would check on the planis. I received the
following report in a letter dated April 28, 1988,
“After supper tonight, st sbout § pom. I drove from my home near the Bradiey Avenue axif towsrd the
Werrazano Bridge . . . I spotied a grassy, reed aren 1o my right that T kaew ued fo be vour site, ] Iooped back
omio the locel roads and from 2 hole in the #ace . . . | crossed 1o the plant’s site. You should have been with
me because you would have been delighicd o see whes has ocourred in the intervening sight vears. There are
mowy thousands of plants.

“The Cerastivm plagts are found in at least six different colonies. Four smaller eolonies meusure approxi-

mately 7 % 12,3 % §5,2 % Jand4 x 7 feet. The two jates ones are approximately 25 » 56 and 30 x 8 feel,
i of them within Jess than a hundyed foet of each other. The original site iy apprimimately 25 x S0feer. The
best stend iz south of the otiginal site und covers & southwest sfuping site. In some areas the colonies are
sumnewhal sparss, but generally they have formied 2 firdy thick, continueus dense mat with the vigorous
flowering shovss poling above. s apparently i full bloom now.”
Kruckeberg (1986) reported the deliberate introduction of 27 individuals of Siene par-
adaxa, pative to serpentine and calcium substrates in southern Europe, 10 2 serpeniine
barren in western Washington in 1964. These plants grew 10 2 population of nearly 1000
plants by 1983, Humas introdudtion of new species to a native flora is risky. Allen
species may replace less apgressive native plants that often have to contend with
pathogens and predaiors thet do not affect the non-native,

Kruckeberg's site was a ““barren habitat devoid of other olants,”” so no native plants
were displaced. Cerastium arvense var. villoswen was planted in 2 region and habitat
type that it formerly gecupied. I preserved serpentine sites in Staten Island are avail-
able, Pennsylvania serpentine barrens can be used as donors for other transplants.
These transplants could be conductsd as scientific experiments 1o study demography,
colonization, and competition among serpentine plats and o observe how a plant
community develops, ' '
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TRREE NEW TAXA FOR THE DELMARVA PENINSULA. I found Litseq aestivaifs in June,
1985, in Wicomice County. Maryiand, abont 10 miles west of Salisbury. It was growing
n an open woodland pond surrounded by pive oak forest. Thers were cront hie
clumps of both male and female individuals present. One or two specimens were 1610
13 feet wide and over 8 feet 1l Wall over 25 separate shrubs or groups of stems. The
pond itself was about 3% of an acre in size and 2 Hitle desper than the few other similer
?ﬁﬂﬁs i kﬁi}ﬁ? ﬁg in Mﬁ?yiﬁﬁ{ia h ﬁifi 3%}%’3&{ fin ches of wat or ite é{}f’ — whett all
else was'dry. Tn the spring of 1985 the water was 24 inches. deep. Tn 1986 it was bone
dry that fail. Surprisingly, o date, no other rare plants have turned up with this
southern shrub, Litvea is rare in North Caroling, the sext state south with an extant

station.. It was known in southeastern Virginia but is now sonsi ored extirpated there,.
The associates are: Cavex surkata, Didichinm arimdinacewr, Pros

erpinaca peCTingi, .
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Scirpus cyperinus, Rhexia virginica, Juncus repens, Leucothos racemosa, Veocinium
atrovoceum, Cephalanthus occidentalis, Clethra alnifolic, Bhododendrom viscosum
and Panicum spretum. Lizsea covers about 10-15% of the pond.

Zephyranthes gtamasco is fairly commen in Southeastern Virginia (C. Ludwig pers.
comin.} bui never apparently reported north of Chesapesake Bay. | first saw the leaves
of this plant back in 1982 east of Snow Hill in Worcester County, Marviand. § was plant
hunting in one of the local rich woods pockets, a rare phenomenon on the outer Coustal
Plam. There were no flowers then and a few repeated trips to watch it revealed nothing
but vigorous leaves which were very strange and unfamiliar 1o me. The plants were a
mystery with no flowers for seven vears. This vear, 1990, Ron Wilson and I started an
inventory of the woods, and after the wetlest, rainy spring in many vears, Ron Bnally
saw the plant fiowering on May 17th. A few days later we were delighted with weli
over 100 beautifid large white flowers. Io the South Zepbyranthes is called the Rain
Liy and it proved 1o live up to iis name here in Marviand, The area is guile natural
with some very interesting rich Piedmaont type plants. A few important associates are:
Galearis spectoblis, Sanguinaria conadensis, Dentaria lociniara, Clavienie virginica,
Obolarig virpinica, Viola sororia, Oxalis vielacen, Carex rosea, Carex styfoflexa and
Carex laxiculmiz. We have recorded about 30 plant taxa from this small five acre spot
that are absent or exiremely rare in the acid Coastal Plain.

Schizaea pusiilz is 2 new addition 1o Delaware’s flora. This tiny rare fern was dis-
covered while searching stream corridors for the Delaware Heritage Program. On June
24, 1990, accompanied by Ron Wilson, and fighling our way through 2 fairly dense
cedar swamp, west of Milton in Sussex County, we came upon a small {¥ acre) open.
cedar bog. Struck by the similarity of 2 New Jersey Pine Barren cedar bog. we siood
fascinated by the beautiful blooms of Calopogon tuberosus and Pogonia ophioglos-
soides and sparkiing patches of Droserg leaves. The whole bog was spolied with small
tumps or hammocks supporting small white cedars, The sedge, Rayachospora fusra
caught my cve and then the small graceful fertile fronds of the Curly-grass. The area
was very fragile and we hated to step on the tumps but we did manage to carefully
survey a good portion and found the fern very abundant, Some tnmps had over a dozen
or two fruiting fronds. There were perhaps over a couple hundred plants in this small
spot. Some other associates were: Eriocanlon septangulere, E. compressum, Juncus
mifitaris, Scirpus subterminalis, Uricularia fibrosa, Carex exifis, Cludinm mari-
scoides, Droserg rotundifolia, Xveis smalliona and 3 tall Plararhera, not yet flow-
ering. Mostly all of the taxs are on Deleware's list of “'plants of sgécigé coneern’ and
are rare statewise, Many of the species in this bog are af, or near, their mosl southers
range. Framg Hmsy







